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ZZZWKDWVWKXULQJLDFRP
7KDWõV7KXULQJLD
Thuringia is the region where successful collaboration between entrepreneurs 
DQGUHVHDUFKHUVJRHVEDFNFHQWXULHV/RRNLQJWRWKHIXWXUHKDVEHHQD
ORQJVWDQGLQJWUDGLWLRQKHUH-XVWWDNH&DUO=HLVV(UQVW$EEHDQG2WWR6FKRWW
who joined forces in Jena to lay the foundations for the modern optics industry 
and for a productive partnership between business and science. It’s a success 
story that the entrepreneurs and scientists in our Free State are continuing to 
ZULWHWRWKLVYHU\GD\$QGLQWKHSURFHVVRXUSURGXFHUVDQGVHUYLFHVSURYLGHUV










situated along major highways and also include large-scale locations for those 
LQYHVWRUVLQQHHGRIPRUHVSDFH%\QRZ7KXULQJLDKDVVXUSDVVHG%DGHQ:¾UWWHP-











artistic and architectural expression in the 1920s. 
:LWKWKLVEURFKXUHZHZRXOGOLNHWRLQWURGXFH\RXWRWKHPDQ\RSSRUWXQLWLHVDQG










06  CENTRAL 
280 million potential customers within a radius of 800 km
09  3(5)250$1&( 
Roughly 100 market and technology leaders come from Thuringia
10  (175(35(1(856+,3 
97,000 companies testify to Thuringia’s business sense
13  .12:+2: 
3,000 researchers in one place
14  1(7:25.,1* 
600 companies put their heads together in Thuringia
17  23325781,7< 
Thuringia helps groom tomorrow’s skilled professionals
18  ($6</,9,1* 
1,000 things to explore and discover
21  ,7õ6$//$%287<28 
Our consultation service for anyone who’s thinking of living, working,  


















































Do you need to dispatch an urgent shipment to your customers in Eastern Europe,
France, or Sweden? No problem! From Thuringia, your business partners and customers 
anywhere in Europe are only a few hours away. Centrally located in Germany and the 
heart of Europe, the Free State of Thuringia has been a hub of continental trade for 
ages. 2,000 years ago, the region was already intersected by the “Via Regia,” one of 
the key east-west trading routes of its day.
280 million potential customers live within an 
800 km radius of Thuringia.
One of Deutsche Bahn’s most modern railway networks.
Centrally situated in Germany 
and in Europe.
Five modern Autobahns traverse Thuringia.
KNV, a book wholesaling company, operates 
its central logistics hub in Erfurt.
DHL has been using the Free State as 
a hub to grow its business.
With its multi-functional exhibit hall allocation, 
WKH(UIXUW7UDGH)DLURōHUVRSWLPDOORJLVWLFVIRU
event organizers, exhibitors, and visitors alike. 
Time-sensitive air freight delivered daily exactly when 
it’s needed – thanks to TNT Express’s Air-Road Hub at 
Erfurt-Weimar Airport. 
,Q7KXULQJLDZLOOEHFRPH 
Germany’s new high-speed train hub:
The state capital of Erfurt will serve as the new railway nexus 
for the high-speed “ICE” trains traveling along the East German 
UDLOD[HVWKHUHE\VLJQLŎFDQWO\UHGXFLQJWUDYHOWLPHVWR0XQLFK
%HUOLQ)UDQNIXUWDP0DLQDQG'UHVGHQ
Erfurt  <–>  Munich:   2:25 h 
Erfurt  <–>  Berlin:   1:45 h            
Erfurt  <–>  Dresden:  1:55 h






























operate out of Thuringia. But Thuringia is far more than just a 
WUDQVLWSRLQWIRUPHUFKDQGLVHDQGWUDŐFLWLVDOVRDFHQWHU 
of high-powered industrial production and innovation.
*LYHQWKHVHPDQ\DGYDQWDJHVPRUHDQGPRUHFRPSDQLHVIURP 
a wide range of industries are choosing to locate in Thuringia.  






Rolling up their sleeves, tackling any challenge, and creating real value through their own 








of the most dynamic and fastest-growing regions. The main 



























These are only three names from a long list of leading Thuringian 
FRPSDQLHVòZHõOOEHKDSS\WRDFTXDLQW\RXZLWKVRPHRIWKH
RWKHUWHFKQRORJLFDOWUHQGVHWWHUV
Roughly 100 market leaders and technological pioneers are 
headquartered here: One more reason to come to Thuringia!
Analytik Jena AG. 
Viba, Germany’s premier  
manufacturer of nougat.
Barco Audio Technologies provides optimal sound 
with innovative 3D sound systems.
A full-dome projection system – technology made 
by Carl Zeiss Jena.
In the Thuringian town of 
Kölleda, MDC Power GmbH 
produces high-tech engines 
for Mercedes-Benz.
MDC Power GmbH: more than  
four million engines “made in Thuringia”.
Lufthansa and Rolls-Royce –  
successful partners in Thuringia.
Production of borosilicate glass at  
Schott Technical Glass Solutions GmbH.
Opel’s assembly lines for its new Adam and Corsa vehicles  
are located in Eisenach.
World-wide service for cutting-edge 
wind power technology: the Enercon 












10.8 % Mechanical engineering and automotive
Metals production, processing, and treatment 
)RRGVWXōV
Electrical engineering, electronics, precision mechanics, opto-electronics, EDP
Rubber and synthetics
Paper and printing






A true classic of German baking: twice-baked 
bread known as Zwieback, made by Brandt.
For chocolate lovers: Goldhelm  
SchokoladenManufaktur in Erfurt.
Making music a new way:  
the Audanika app.
NASA’s rover on Mars, “Curiosity,” is equipped with photo-diodes 
made by ifw optronics GmbH.
Five divisions, one market 
leader: Jenoptik AG.
Production of semi-conductors at X-FAB 
Semiconductor Foundries AG. 
A company with exceptional 
prospects: Carl Zeiss AG.
“The secret is in the mix!” This holds particularly true for Thuringia. The Free State 
boasts a wide range of industries, making its economy exceptionally resilient and viable 
for the future. Thus, many of the industries with the best future growth and job-creating
potential can be found here: automotive, optics, medical technology, mechanical
HQJLQHHULQJIRRGVWXōVVRODUHQHUJ\DYLDWLRQWHFKQRORJ\V\QWKHWLFVDQGWKHFUHDWLYH
industries. Of course, Thuringia also has plenty of skilled craftspeople and a dynamic 
services sector. It is this diversity that ensures a broad base for the economy, while 
RōHULQJLQYHVWRUVDPXOWLWXGHRIRSSRUWXQLWLHVWRMRLQIRUFHVZLWKRWKHUVDQGHQDEOH












the photo-diodes installed by NASA on the Mars Rover  
÷&XULRVLW\øZKLFKZDVVHQWWRVFRXUWKH÷UHGSODQHWøIRU 




Thuringian Cluster Management (ThCM) system allows the 
region’s growth industries to be professionalized and fostered 
in a coordinated fashion.
97,000 enterprises:
97,000 examples of Thuringia’s business sense!
Entrepreneurship
The chinaware manufacturer 
KAHLA/Thüringen Porzellan GmbH.
1312
CiS, Research Institute for Micro-Sensor Technology in Erfurt.
GFE, Society for Production Engineering and 
Development in Schmalkalden.
Helmholtz Institute (HGF GSI) in Jena.
ifw, Günter-Köhler Institute for Joining Technology and Materials Testing in Jena.
Max-Planck Institute for Chemical Ecology in Jena.
TITV, Institute for Special Textiles and 
Flexible Materials in Greiz.
fzmb GmbH, Research Centre of Medical Technology 
and Biotechnology in Bad Langensalza.
The Free State’s rich and productive research environment 
JXDUDQWHHVWKDWZHZLOOQHYHUKDYHDVKRUWDJHRIQHZLGHDV7KXV
RXUPRUHWKDQLQVWLWXWHVLQVWLWXWLRQVRIKLJKHUOHDUQLQJDQG
research initiatives have been instrumental in spurring Thuringia’s 
growth as a choice location for science and innovation. These 














German Research Foundation) has set up a research center and 
three new specialized research departments at Jena’s Friedrich- 
Schiller University. Thuringia’s long-standing commitment to 
VFLHQFHUHVHDUFKDQGLQQRYDWLRQLVHYLGHQWO\EHDULQJIUXLW<HWZH
GRQõWSODQWRUHVWRQRXUODXUHOV7KXVWKH÷3UR([]HOOHQ]øSURJUDP
has been launched to support seven additional science centers 
across the state by 2019. These are intended to strengthen 
QHWZRUNLQJEHWZHHQXQLYHUVLW\EDVHGDQGH[WUDPXUDOUHVHDUFK
while also serving as an incubator for new successes at DFG. The 
Free State also plans to tap EU funding provided under the so-called 
÷5,6ø5HVHDUFKDQG,QQRYDWLRQ6WUDWHJLHVSURJUDPWKHEHQHŎWV
RIZKLFKZLOOWULFNOHGRZQWRFRPSDQLHVEDVHGLQ7KXULQJLD$








in Ilmenau in tandem with students and scientists to develop 
high-performance propulsion systems that will support the 
mobility solutions of tomorrow. Another example is the “ThxEx 
,QQRYDWLYøQHWZRUNZKLFKSODFHVFRPSHWHQWDGYLVRUVDWWKH
disposal of high-tech start-ups throughout the Land.
/DVWEXWSHUKDSVEHVWRIDOO7KXULQJLDKDVWDNHQFDUHWRHQVXUH
WKDWWKHQH[WJHQHUDWLRQZLOOEHZHOOTXDOLŎHGDVZHOO&RQVLGHU
that 36 percent of university graduates in the Free State of 
7KXULQJLDFRPHIURPWKH0,17IDFXOWLHVòWKLVSXWVXVLQŎUVW
SODFHLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\VSHDNLQJ
Whether it’s revolutionizing the way we move or making serious infections easier to diag-
nose – Thuringian scientists with a passion for discovery are boldly tackling some of man-
kind’s biggest riddles to make the world just a little bit better. And they do so with two key 
goals in mind: to expand their knowledge and to ensure practical applicability. After all,
the important innovations are intended not just for the laboratory, but for use in daily life. 










>  Project Group for Wireless Distributed Systems/
'LJLWDO%URDGFDVWLQJ'97RIWKH)UDXQKRIHU
Institute for Integrated Circuits (IIS)
Leibniz Institutes
>  Leibniz Institute for Age Research –  
Fritz Lipmann Institute (FLI)
>,*=/HLEQL],QVWLWXWHRI9HJHWDEOHDQG 
2UQDPHQWDO&URSV
>  Leibniz Institute for Natural Product Research 
DQG,QIHFWLRQ%LRORJ\ò+DQV.Q¸OO,QVWLWXWH+.,
>,3+7,QVWLWXWHRI3KRWRQLF7HFKQRORJ\






































































The team at Thüringer ClusterManagement (ThCM) is ready to 
help. Reporting to the State Development Corporation of Thuringia 
/(*7K¾ULQJHQWKH7K&0WHDPSURPRWHVWLHVEHWZHHQWKH
business and science sectors so as to create sustainable syner-
JLHVZKLOHIRVWHULQJWKHG\QDPLFNQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUDPRQJWKH
various players – also across industries. 
Whether they come from the region or anywhere else in the 
ZRUOGLQYHVWRUVLQ7KXULQJLDKDYHDJUHDWGHDOWRJDLQE\
EHFRPLQJQHWZRUNLQJSDUWQHUV7KHVHUYLFHVSURYLGHGE\RXU
clusters include the representation of your company’s interests 
YLV¢YLVWKHSXEOLFWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQRIVSHFLDOL]HGHYHQWVDQG
WUDGHIDLUH[KLELWVQHWZRUNLQJDWWKHJOREDOOHYHODVZHOODV








Free State are also active cluster members. Corresponding 
clusters can be found in all of the business and industrial 








Thuringia’s biggest team: 600 companies and institutes 
are putting their heads together.  




A global specialist in metal cutting: 
REGE Motorenteile GmbH.
Specializing in nougat for over 120 years,  
Viba is No. 1 in Germany.
ZEISS: a global technology giant in the optics  
and opto-electronics industry. 
R&D at GRAFE Advanced Polymers GmbH. The JENOPTIK-VOTAN™ A laser cutter shapes automotive 
control panels with extreme precision. 
,QGXVWU\QHWZRUNV 
in Thuringia:








Germany. And what is more: All-day care and targeted youth 
development continue to be provided even after a child 







help them to identify their occupation of choice well ahead of 
time. Pupils’ talents are also nurtured by innovative academic 
curricula. This is the sort of commitment one might expect from 
WKH÷ODQGRISRHWVDQGSKLORVRSKHUVøDQGLWSD\VRō7KXULQJLD
UHJXODUO\UDQNVDWWKHWRSRIWKHTXDOLW\RIHGXFDWLRQVXUYH\V
performed within Germany and when compared internationally. 
$QGXSRQVXFFHVVIXOO\FRPSOHWLQJWKHLUVWXGLHV7KXULQJLDQ
JUDGXDWHVFDQORRNIRUZDUGWRSURPLVLQJMRESURVSHFWV7KDQNV
to the Free State’s nine state-funded universities and universities 
of applied sciences as well as other institutions of higher 
OHDUQLQJVRPHRIWKHPSULYDWHPRUHWKDQ\RXQJSHRSOH
have the opportunity to obtain post-secondary education. 
7KDWõVDEHQHŎWIRULQYHVWRUVDVZHOO,QQRRWKHUUHJLRQDUHVR
many students studying business administration and manage-
PHQWQDWXUDOVFLHQFHVDQGHQJLQHHULQJDVLQ7KXULQJLD7KH
Free State ensures that its young graduates and up-and-coming 








But a graduate’s education does not stop once he or she enters 
WKHZRUNLQJZRUOG7KXULQJLDõVXQLYHUVLWLHVXQLYHUVLWLHVRIDSSOLHG
VFLHQFHVDQGYRFDWLRQDODFDGHPLHVDOVRRōHUFRPSUHKHQVLYH




Education and life-long learning. Thuringia helps groom  
the skilled professionals of tomorrow.
In Thuringia, education is treated as a life-long objective pursued along a number of 
tracks. These range from the childcare provided under the Free State’s Bildungsplan 
educational program to innovative teaching models, excellent institutions of higher 
OHDUQLQJDQGRQJRLQJSURIHVVLRQDOTXDOLŎFDWLRQSURJUDPV
An impressive selection: the Weimar library.
Modern architecture, up-to-date curricula:  
University of Erfurt.
Thuringia – a popular place to study.
Balancing work and family  
is easy in Thuringia.
The Bauhaus University in Weimar specializes  
in technical and artistic curricula.
Enrollment in Thuringia’s institutions of higher 









University of Applied  
6FLHQFHV6FKPDONDOGHQ 





University of Music  
Franz Liszt Weimar:  800
Thuringian University of Applied  

















Take a generous expanse of stunning natural beauty, add a dollop of historically rich cities
and towns, and mix in an exuberant, hard-working population that also knows how to en-
joy life. What do you get? Thuringia, of course! That’s because Thuringia has it all: A region 
where life can be lived to the full, with something new to explore practically every day.
1,000 things to discover
Music, theater, and cabaret under the big top:  
the Köstritzer Spiegelzelt.
A satisfying Thuringian  
tradition: the Bratwurst.
Erfurt Cathedral and 
the St. Severi Church.
Germany’s most famous literary lions:  
the memorial to Goethe and Schiller in Weimar.
Duchess Anna Amalia Library in Weimar.
A place where history was written  
(literally!): Wartburg Castle.
The Rococo palace of Dornburg.
Some of the most exciting biathlon events  
anywhere: the ski stadium at Oberhof.
Pristine: the idyllic Hainich National  
Park is a paradise for hikers.
Gourmet cuisine is at home in Thuringia. A modern hotel with a historic  
backdrop: the Wartburg Hotel.
7KXULQJLDRōHUVSOHQW\RIUHFUHDWLRQ
The theater town of Meiningen.
Easy living
The list of illustrious personalities who succumbed to this recipe 








Testament into German while hiding in Wartburg castle under 
WKHSVHXGRQ\P÷-XQNHU-¸UJø
The legacy of these great Thuringians lives on to this day. 
Remaining true to this creative tradition – but also open to 
FRQWHPSRUDU\DUWLVWLFFXUUHQWVò7KXULQJLDRōHUVDYDVWDUUD\ 
RIFXOWXUDOHYHQWVH[KLELWLRQVDQGIHVWLYDOVWKDWZLOODZHDQG






of multifaceted events goes on and on.
It’s safe to say that Thuringia indulges its residents and guests 
ZLWKDXQLTXHDQGIHVWLYHFXOWXUDOSURJUDP
But there’s yet another dimension to the Thuringian lifestyle: 
Practically every corner of the Free State has its own culinary 
WUDGLWLRQVWRGHOLJKWDQ\JRXUPHWORRNLQJLQWRWKHNLWFKHQZKHUH


















This is where investors get  
full support: LEG Thüringen.
By experts for experts: the Weimarer 
Wirtschaftsforum – an economic conference.
Doing a good job. And living the good life. In Jena, for example.
Thuringia’s trade fair stand.
Investors from Germany and abroad can draw on the many support services provided 
E\WKH7KXULQJLDQ0LQLVWU\IRU(FRQRPLF$ōDLUV6FLHQFHDQG'LJLWDO6RFLHW\70::'*





Interested in investing, producing, researching in Thuringia, 




















(QHUJ\DQG*UHHQ7HFK$JHQF\7K(*$Thüringer Energie- und 
*UHHQ7HFK$JHQWXUDQGODXQFKSURMHFWVLQWKHHQHUJ\DQG 
environmental sectors.
> <RXURQHVWRS contact: 





Our services at a glance:

































































Science and Digital Society (TMWWDG) 
Public Relations Division 





State Development Corporation of Thuringia (LEG Thüringen) 
Mainzerhofstraße 12 
(UIXUW*HUPDQ\
LQYHVW#OHJWKXHULQJHQGH 
ZZZOHJWKXHULQJHQGH
